26                                  THE DEPRESSED CLASSES

tion of the home and hearth of these cultivators could not fail to
reveal to one familiar with the conditions of the countryside
that these were regular tenants, and not mere harwahas. Now
it comes about that the depressed class people on account of
their greater ignorance, are much more numerous infarzi khud-
kasht than castes like the kurmis and Ahirs. It is true that these
people could seek the aid of law; but it was not so easy. The
cultivator knows it too well that he might have to face starvation
in the event of his losing the case. Court proceedings usually
drag on for a long time and the zamindar manages to win by
starving out his opponents who cannot hold out very long. By
virtue of his powe^r and influence the zamindar can institute
false cases against his opponents, nay, he can often take the
law into his own hands and escape without serious conse-
quences to himself. But this is not the end of it. Often the
tenant is prevented from sowing his field till it is fairly late
simply because he has to attend the court daily. And it was on
account of these very reasons that so many of the depressed
class tenants who applied for statutory or occupancy rights
withdrew their claims within a month or so of making their
applications.

Another reason explaining the small proportion of depress-
ed class tenants lay probably in the ejectments consequent
upon non-payment of rent. As a result of the agricultural
depression that overtook the country towards the beginning of
the last decade, arrears of rent began to pile up and many
ejectments followed. With the advent of Congress Ministry and
the impending tenancy reforms the rate of ejectment went up.
It may be mentioned that in the past the landlords seldom issued
receipts for payments of rent. But with the growing consciousness
regarding tenancy rights among the peasantry and with the
party in power promising drastic tenancy reforms the rela-
tions between tenants and landlords did not remain cordial and
so the % arrears' of rent began to mount. The tenancy law as
it existed provided for the ejectment of any tenant in the case
of non-payment of rent while non-occupancy tenants could be
ejected simply because the landlord so desired. For improved
farming a zamindar could acquire land from statutory tenants
and heirs of statutory tenants by applying to the Collector.